SKETCH OF SIHDHi OBAMMAB. 

Alphabet-— For writing Sindhi, Musalmans employ a modification of the Perso- 
A»bio alphabet, while Hindus employ the Xa/irfa, or ' clipped,' alphabet described 
under the heads of Panjjabi and Lahnda.* Landa, in Sindh also called Baniyaov fFdniko^ 
i.e. * mercantile,' is a most imperfect script, wanting in signs for the medial vowels. It 
is seldom legible to anyone except the original writer, and not always to him. In the 
present account of the Sindhi alphabet I shall use the Nagari alphabet in its place. 
The following table, taken from Captain Stack's Gi^ammar, shows the various forms of 
Laqt4& ^^ised in Sindh. 



^ See Tol. IX» Ft. i> p. 6i4, and also p. Mf of the present volume. As regards the illegibility of this Wi^ir^ 
clnmMiUr, there it a proTerb» WUfi^M o^Aar* hbufSt mks pafhaf^'-HS ckhMfS, the Ws^ihd letters are vowelless, (as soon 
as the ink is) dry» thejr are released from reading (ue, are illogihle)* Owing to the umisston of voirels nunterous mistakes 
Occur in reading. Acoording to one stmrj a merchant wrote to his son to send ' the small account book with the cover ' (nmi^I 
wak% jm(ki tOdkif* The son read this aa Han4hi makm puf* tmdku M&d the youngest dattghter«tn*law with (.her) »ikl 
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• The Klifidiwi4l is th«' eharacter ym^ at Haidftrtbid and by inoit of IIm Nfptfdabk BMvliaiits ihiottdblNll IK* 
eo»iitry. TKHt of the Shikirpar and Sakkar inerehanta diffem hut little fiom it. "©"^ 

t Tb«ae ai«, lii>wtT«r» n«ver wriites In fommeaciiig » wotii . ia Iim oI tbi«i lit Is ipc4 
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Attempts hare been mado to render the Waniko character more l^ible. In 1868 
the subject was considered by an official committee which devised an improved alphabet 
containing the characters missing in the local script. It was based mainly upon 
Khudawadi, but the sign for the letter ra was taken from Shikarpuri. This improved 
Hindu Sindhi alphabet was taught in schools, and books were printed in it, but, in spite 
of official encouragement, it did not become a success. The classes for teaching it 
dwindled away, and the people still prefer to employ their own imperfect method of 
writingv 

The following tables show the characters of this reformed script, side by side with 
the corresponding Khudawadi forms. The latter, owing to their being recorded by a 
different writer, here and there depart slightly from the forms given in the preceding 
tables. 
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In improved Hindi Sindhi character. 
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The extra letters required by Sindhi are shovrn in the Perso- Arabic alphabet by 
various writers in yarious ways. The system employed by Government, and foUowed 
in this Survey, is as follows. The oider is that of the Dictionary of Shirt, Tbavurdas 
and Mirza : — ' 
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Two words, when writtea ia the Perso- Arabic character, usuially appear in abbre- 
viated forms. These are f for a% and, and ^ for me, in. The former is practically 
universal, but for the latter ,^^ is equally often employed. 

The vowels are as a rule indicated in the usual way, but pd-e niajhul, or the sound 
St is often indicated by the sign , with the ye. Thus, ^^a^?- j^ko, whoever. 

The Arabic sign of tanwin, or nunation, is commonly employed to indicate a final 
nasal voweL Thus, indicates % ^ indicates % and * indicates ". Some writers indi- 
cate a final nasalized long a by I , and a final nasalized long f by ,^ . Thus 
y4^ AW pah^'jo, of himself ; ^^ ^y^ tah^-jo^ of him ; ^a^ ajJ tuh^'jo, thv ; Ll 
aiia, still, yet ; ^|! if, thus. The signs and * are even used to indicate % and ^, 
respectively, as in ik^ for chayat, he said, and Jf for af, I, It is impossible to 
say from the spelling whether *ix , when, represents jaddeh^ or jaddeht. In the 

third specimen, I have transliterated it and similar words * jad4eh%^' etc., which is the 
form required by the grammars. 

As in ^i , |U^ and ff , hamza is freely used to indicate the separation of 

^^ ' 

concurrent vowels. Other examples of its employment are /j^ hSar^ now '> 

* * m -' 

|rf*, a father ; and f ^^ ftdaftf*-me, in the field. 

It wiU be observed that ^ besides having its proper force, is also freely »used to indi- 
cate the nasalization of a vowel In words like jpaA^*ja, in which the vowels in two 
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concurrent syllables are nasalized, it is customary to write the ^ only once to indicate 

both nasalizations, as in ^mMj , another method of writing ^^ ^^i . So also, if one 
of the nasalized vowels is indicated by tamotnf the nasalization of the other is not always 

indicated, as in |Ua. chayat^ he said. 

The corresponding letters in the Nagari character are as follows : — 

W ka, If kh'%i If g^i ^ gha^ i§ na^ if gga^ 

W cha, w ehha, m ju, ^ jha, "m m^ ^ jja, 

?T /a, IT <Ao, 15 da, w cZAa, if fi^r, 

V jpa, tn j)Aa, W in, n iAa, H ma, f i5a, 

^ y«, K ?'«f, fl to, 1 ti?a, t?a, 

H i («A), u ««f ▼ ha. 

Letters peculiar to Arabic or Persian are shown as follows :— 

"^ ^ §; ^ ▼ ^ ; ^ ^ fei ; i ir or ^ z; J J m z, zh ; 

^ ^ ^; «> W f ; k ^ t; ie n 5 ; ^ if * ; ^ if ^ ; 
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